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Quick overview 

 Ranked among the top 10 programs in the nation 
(of >200) 
 MIT, Stanford, Berkeley, Carnegie Mellon, Cornell, Illinois, 

Washington, Princeton, Texas, Georgia Tech, Caltech, 
Wisconsin, Michigan, UCLA, UCSD … 

 Two undergraduate programs 
 Computer Science (College of Arts & Sciences) 
 Computer Engineering (College of Engineering) 

 > 300 degrees per year 
 ~200 Bachelors 
 ~85 Masters 
 ~25 Ph.D. 



 Extraordinary students 
 Fully 1/3 of the UW class medalists since 2000 have been 

CSE majors 
 Our “fair share” would be 2% 

 A deep commitment to providing a top-tier 
undergraduate education 
 Winner of 5 UW Distinguished Teaching Awards 
 Winner of the inaugural UW Brotman Award for 

Instructional Excellence 
 In a typical quarter, 2/3’s of the top-performing instructors 

in the UW College of Engineering, according to student 
course evaluations, are CSE faculty members 
 9 of the top 10 in the most recent quarter 



 We produce students who can design and build stuff 
 Emphasis on teamwork and design 
 80% of undergraduates do at least one internship 
 50% of undergraduates participate in faculty-guided 

research 
 #1 school in the nation in students recognized in the past 10 

years in the Computing Research Association “Outstanding 
Undergraduate Researchers Award” competition 

 A top-5 supplier of students to Amazon.com, Google, and 
Microsoft (along with MIT, Stanford, Berkeley, and 
Carnegie Mellon) 

 The predominate supplier to many leading smaller firms 
headquartered here 



Amazon.com, 
Google, 

Microsoft, 32% 

Other large 
companies, 

17% 

Small 
companies or 
startups, 31% 

Graduate 
school, 13% 

Did not report, 
7% 

UW CSE 2011-12 Student Destinations 



 Tech companies that can be choosy, choose CSE 

http://news.cs.washington.edu/2012/05/31/who-ya-gonna-hire/


Global leader in RFID technology 

Airfare price prediction 
Acquired by Microsoft as the foundation of Bing Travel 

Cloud computing for enterprise IT 

Home energy monitoring 
Acquired by Belkin 

Some recent spinouts 

“No regrets” purchasing 

Searching the deep web 
Acquired by Google 

Scalable machine learning on graph structures 



Some alumni startups 



Simultaneous 
Multithreading 

First successful full-text full-page web search engine 

Foundation of Intel’s “Hyper-Threading” 

Photo collection navigation 

Public transit usability software 

Some technologies 

Picasa Face Movie 



http://news.cs.washington.edu/2012/07/07/the-new-york-times-profiles-uw-cse/


http://news.cs.washington.edu/2012/06/27/seattle-times-uw-recruits-superstars-of-computer-science-world/


The ask 

 Advocate for better education at all levels in WA.  
Our kids deserve it. 
 Want to learn about the dismal state of STEM education in 

Washington at all levels? 
See http://lazowska.cs.washington.edu/STEM.pdf 
 

http://lazowska.cs.washington.edu/STEM.pdf
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