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ñInnovation is in our natureò 

This is true of our economy 

and our population. 



By any measure, Washington 

is a leader in Americaôs 

innovation economy. 

2010 Kauffman Foundation 

New Economy Index:* 

1.    Massachusetts 

2.    Washington 

3.    Maryland 

4.    New Jersey 

5.    Connecticut 

7.    California 

8.    Virginia 

9.    Colorado 

10.  New York 

12.  Utah 

* Index #6 Delaware and #11 New Hampshire 

 intentionally omitted.  



Source: Technology Alliance: The Economic Impact of 

Technology-based Industries in Washington State, 2010 

Growth in Private Sector Technology Employment in Washington State, 1974-2009 

Software & Computer Services 

All Other Tech Industries 

Aerospace 

Employment in our private 

sector technology industries 

has quadrupled since 1974. 
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Source: Technology Alliance: The Economic Impact of 

Technology-based Industries in Washington State, 2010 

Technology industries 

are a major driver of 

Washington trade. 



Washingtonôs National Rankings  

 

R&D Activity (2007): 

Absolute $, and 

Indexed to Gross State Product 

Source: Technology Alliance: The Economic Impact of 

Technology-based Industries in Washington State, 

2010/National Science Foundation 

Robust research and 

development underpins 

our state economy. 

$
 u

s
e

d
 

$
 u

s
e

d
 

$
 u

s
e

d
 

$
 u

s
e

d
 

In
d

e
x

e
d

 

In
d

e
x

e
d

 

In
d

e
x

e
d

 

In
d

e
x

e
d

 

7 
4 

6 
4 5 

14 

32 

All performers Industry Non-profit Academic 

4 



An economy driven by a 

highly educated, 

innovative workforce. 

Sources: National Science Foundation: Science & 

Engineering Indicators, 2010; Milken Institute: State 

Technology and Science Index: Enduring Lessons 

for the Intangible Economy, 2011 
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Washingtonôs National Rankings   

 

Human Capital 

2 2 
5 

1 

% of payroll 

in high tech 

NAICS codes 



So, who are these people? 

It turns out that they are not 

our own children! 



Washington is the 2nd largest importer 

of degrees among tech states (and 1st, 

by far, as a proportion of population). 

Net Migration: 22-39 Year Olds, Bachelorôs Degree or Higher (2007) 

Source: National Center for Higher Education Management Systems/U.S. Census Bureau 

57,386 

24,543 

WA 



We rank very low in engineering 

degree production relative to 

engineering occupations. 

In-state Engineering Degree Production Per 1,000 Engineering Occupations (2005) 

103.6 

29.8 

Source: NCHEMS/U.S. Census Bureau 

WA 

Nation 



Itôs the same story in 

computer science. 

In-state Computer Science Degree Production per 1,000 Computer Science Occupations (2005) 

55.7 

21.0 

Nation 

WA 

Source: NCHEMS/U.S. Census Bureau 



Is this inevitable, given the 

vibrancy of our technology sector? 

Or do we have pipeline and/or 

capacity issues? 


